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Northlight Systems

Warranty and Disclaimer
Warranty

Northlight Systems warrants this product against defects in materials
and workmanship for a period of 1 year.

If the board is defective, we will, at our option, repair or replace the
product. We offer a full refund on the purchase price if returned in
original condition in less than 30 days.

Return the product with a description of the problem. We will return
your item or its replacement using the same shipping method used to
ship the product originally.

Disclaimer of Liability

Northlight Systems is not responsible for any special, incidental, or
consequential damages resulting for any breach of warranty, or any
legal theory, including lost profits, downtime, goodwill, damage to or
replacement of equipment or property, and any costs associated with
the use of Northlight Systems products described herein.

Northlight Systems has a policy of continually improving our
products as new technology becomes available. Northlight Systems
reserves the right to make changes and improvements to the
specifications of this equipment at any time without notice.

Northlight Systems has made every attempt to ensure that the
information in this document is accurate and complete. Northlight
Systems assumes no liability for any damages that result from the
use of this manual or the equipment it documents. Northlight Systems
reserves the right to make changes to this document at any time
without notice.

Contact

Northlight Systems
1247 E. Valerie Drive
Tempe, AZ 85281

Voice 480 429-0577
Fax 480 949-2625
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PWMO08

8 Channel, Digital PWM board

Features

» Accepts DMX512 digital protocol.

* Outputs 255 pulse widths

* Mini DIP switch address all 512 channels.
* On board voltage regulator.

* Fast 4KHz PWM

SPECS

Input Signal: Northlight PWMO08 board accepts DMX512 - 1990 as
specified by USITT. The PWMS8 board can receive data at the full
rate.

Output: Output is 8 PWM channels capable of 255 discrete widths
spanning 0 to 100 % duty cycle.
The PWM rate 4K Hz.

Address switch: Mini DIP switches.
Power requirements: 8 to 18 volts DC @ 100 mA. Max. for
controller board.

Output power is separate and dependent on the load.

LED Indicators:
Green DMX signal present LED.

Board connections: All connections are made width mini screw
terminals. See drawing for connector locations.

Norrthlight Systems
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Physical Dimensions

3.75°L X 2.75"W +/- .20”

The DMX input pin numbers correspond to the XLR pin numbers.

The Common connector is signal ground — not earth ground.

DMXLED

Start
Address

CONOOARWN-=

3.75"
3.50"
LED power
Output1-4 Gnd V+
A
/\ _
oooan u/r.\:
11213141  GndlV+
5 a Output
6 g 5-8
7 2.75"
; ; o]
Terminator Configuration 8 2.50"
321 - 4
pg98a
321Gnd 8-18Vdc
DMXin Controller
power
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Using the PWMO08 board

Board Power Input
8 to 18 volts DC @ 100 mA. MAX current, for the board. On average
the current consumption is around 60 mA.

Load Power Input
The load power is a separate connector. The voltage can be 5 — 24
VDC.

Ground
The signal ground connector is the common signal ground — not
earth ground.

DMX512 In

The DMX input pin numbers correspond to the XLR pin numbers.
Pin 1 is signal ground, not earth ground

Pin 2 is DMX512 -

Pin 3 is DMX512 +

Address Switch

The individual switches are numbered 1 — 9, left to right.

The address switch is scanned by the controller around every 30
seconds. There is a noticeable delay after the switches are set, until
the change is seen.

Norrthlight Systems
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Setting the address for DMX512

Set the starting address to the first in a group of 8.
The address is entered on the DIP switches in standard binary code
starting with 1. See the chart of all 512 address switch positions at

the back of this manual.
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Using the configuration jumper
There is 1 configuration jumpers on the board.
J1 — Determines the output in the event of DMX signal loss.

Open(no jumper) - When the DMX signal is lost, the output will be
zero.

Closed(jumper in place) — When the DMX signal is lost the board will
hold and continue to output the last valid data.

Norrthlight Systems
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Typical hookup

DMXLED

Start
Address
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1121314l Gndlv+
5 G—
6 E—
7
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g -
DMX in
Gnd 8-18 Vdc
321
oaQ
Controller
power
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Setting up the DMX connectors

The current DMX512 standards require one to provide passive loop
through connectors.

The specific description is below:

Secondary data link - passive loop through ports

Devices containing two DMX512 ports, one for receive and one for
transmit, ..., shall provide a direct passive link for all pins between the

two ports.

Equipment designers are encouraged to provide passive loop
through on Pins 4 and 5 whenever possible, even if not required.

The drawing below shows a typical installation.

DMX In DMX Through
I

Female

12345| X | R
)z
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Using LED’s with the PWM board

LED’s are current controlled devices. The more current passing through the LED
the brighter it is. Standard LED’s usually require 15 to 20 milliAmps(mA) to reach
full briteness. High efficiency LED’s may only require 5-10 mA. Blue and white
LED’s often require 30-50 mA to reach full briteness.

A minimum voltage is required before a LED will illuminate. This is refereed to as
“VF” or the “forward voltage. On a standard LED the forward voltage usually
varies from 1.2 to 2.2 volts. Blue and white LED’s usually have a VF of 3.3v.

A resistor must be used in series with the LED to prevent excessive current
flow. The value of the resistor is dependent on the power supply voltage, the
amount of current required and the VF of the LED.

To calculate the resistor us the formula below:

Vs — VI /If

Where Vs = power supply voltage
Vf is the forward voltage of the LED
If is the desired current.

Example: Red LED with forward voltage of 2VDC at 20 T +10VDC

mA with 10 volt supply

10V - 2V = 8v

8V /.02Amps = 400 400 Ohms

The correct resistor = 400 Ohms

Resistors also have a watt rating. This the total power

the resistor can handle without overheating. Standard LED
Ohms law states the formula for watts is I(amps) X 20 milliamps

V(volts) = Watts. C! 2 Vforwardvoltage

In the example, .02Amps X 2volts(vF) = .04 watts. A v

standard " watt resistor is fine for a single LED. 4

When using many LED’s in an array a larger wattage

resistor will probably be needed. =

Luxeon Star Example

A standard Luxeon star is rated at 3.3VDC Vf at 350 milliamps.
Example with 12 vdc power supply.

12 — 3.3 = 8.7 volts

8.7/.350 = 2.48 Ohms

8.7 X .350 = 3.04

In this example a 2.5 Ohm 3 watt resistor

A 5 watt metal film resistor is common.

10 PWMO08



Multi-LED circuits

If many LED’s need to be driven on a single output
channel this can be done by wiring the LED’s in
series.

Wiring LED’s in series requires the supply voltage to
be higher than the sum of the individual LED forward
voltages. Series wired LED’s consume a minimum
amount of current, but there are limits to the number
of LED that can be wired in series.

It is possible to use a parallel and series
arrangement as shown in the drawing below.

In the example shown there are 3 series LED in 3
parallel arrangement.

Example using blue LED:

Each LED has a forward voltage of 3.3 VDC.
Each LED requires 30 milliamps

The supply voltage has to be higher than

3 X 3.3vf =9.9 VDC minimum

it should supply more than 9 X 30 milliamps for 270
milliamps total

The calculate the value for each resistor
With a 12 volt supply

VS =12 VDC

12Vs — 9.9Vf=2.1V

2.1V / .09A = 23.3 Ohms

27 Ohms is a common value

watt = 2.1V X .09A = .189W

a standard V2 watt resistor will be fine for this example.

PWMO08

PWM board +

5® 5® 5®
5® 5® 5@
[
¢ ¢ ¢
PWIVIlboard-

3 — V. watt, 23 or 24 Ohm resistors will work for 9 Blue LED.

4 Lead RGB LED

4 lead RGB LED should be common anode type.
They must be wired in parallel.

Norrthlight Systems
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Using DC Motors with the PWM board

DC motors usually will not require a series resistor like the LED example above.
The Voltage and current requirements are usually higher than LED and require a
more robust power supply.

Even small motors can draw considerable current when under load or in a stall
condition.

It is best to use a separate power supply for the controller power and the motor
power.

There is a place for a “flyback” diode on the PC board. The flyback diode is NOT
optional. If a motor is used the proper diode must be on the board or the
MOSFET will be destroyed.

A standard 1N400X diode will not work in this application.
At least a Schottkey diode such 1N518or other fast diode must be used. It should
be capable of 1 amp or more.

A brush DC motor will generate considerable EMI. A .1 t0.01 uf, capacitator
should be soldered directly to the terminals of the motor.

When using motors a heatsink may be required on the MOSFET.

Equavalent Circuit

The board circuit is designed to

sink current. The + terminals on ® User
the output terminals are circutt
connected to the load V+. 5

This arrangement is a common
anode circuit.

- 4+
@ 6 Board
Terminal

L V+
LOAD
ﬁ\ Power
b VAYAY, :
LI(:‘
12 PWMO08
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Termination

A common problem with DMX systems is improper termination.

A simple terminator consists of a 120 Ohm resistor connected across
pins 2-3 of the DMX signal

The PWM board provides an on board terminator using

standard square pin connectors on .10” centers. l
A toggle switch can be placed across the terminals for ==l
convenient front panel terminator selection. -
The switch should be labeled “In” and “Out”.

The termination resistor should only be in when the decoder
is the last device on the DMX link.

Nornh[iql—n SYSTEMS  m————— ] 3
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Trouble shooting

Basically the board is plug and play. When all connections are properly made,
an variable pulse, proportional to the input signal will be present at the output
pins.

Signal Ground/common: On the board, there is NO connection between
chassis/earth ground and Signal/common ground. Do not install one.

On the DMX data cable, there is NO connection between the shield/XLR shell
earth ground and the signal/common ground. Do not connect these together.

Termination — DMX mode If the PWMO08 board is the last one on the DMX link a
jumper for the terminating resistor can be installed on the PC board.

It is possible to “over terminate”. In other words make sure there is only 1
terminator on the end of the DMX line. Some devices have internal terminators,
double check the settings.

No output:

DMX512 Check the signal wires as noted above.

Be sure the address is set to a valid address. The PWMO08 start address should
not be higher than the highest address received.

Erratic output: This problem can be hard to track down.
First check the input signal integrity. There should be signal present on both
Data lines for DMX512. Reverse the connections.

Misc: Good solid connections are a must. The mini screw terminals provide
good connections. However the screws can be stripped by over
tightening.DMX512 signal wires should be twisted together all the way to the
connector. It is recommended that a separate transformer be used to power the
PWMO08 board. Occasionally unexpected problems can occur if power is
"borrowed” from another source. Small wall wart transformers work well for this
application.

14 PWMO08
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Using DMX512

DMX 512 is a digital communications protocol that specifies a set of
requirements for transmitting and receiving digital signals between lighting
controllers and dimmers. There are 2 main components to this spec. The Data
Protocol is the meaning of the bits and bytes that are transmitted. Northlight’s
Decoder is compliant with the full requirements of the Data Protocol. There is a
certain amount of flexibility in the signal timing, Northlight’'s Decoder is capable of
receiving data at the full data rate specified.

The other component of DMX512 is the Electrical Specifications. The hardware
electrical specs are listed in EIA-485, commonly refereed to as the RS-485
specs. The RS-485 standard, specifies only the electrical characteristics of the
driver and the receiver to be used at the line interface. Northlight's Decoder is
compliant with RS-485. Each Decoder represents less than 1 node load to the
system.

RS485 is a data transmission system using balanced differential signals. That is
2 signal wires and signal ground. 3 wires are required.

Splitters/Repeaters

Isolation between the console and dimmers is sometimes required to prevent
signal degradation and protect devices from damaging voltages on the control
cable. Optically isolated splitters help avoid these problems.

Each DMX512 output can drive up to 32 devices. If there are more devices on
the line, a “repeater” or “booster” is required.

Some cheap devices are not fully compliant and actually represent a load
equivalent to 2 or more devices.

Long or improper cables, electrically noisy environment (generators, motors)
and improper use of passive “Y” splitters all contribute to DMX signal
degradation. A repeater/booster may help to solve these problems.

Why ask WYE?

Wye(Y) splitters are NOT recommended for DMX512 systems. Wye splitters are
simply a male inline XLR connector, parallel wired to 2 female inline XLR’s. While
convenient, Wye splitters cause unwanted signal reflections and possible ground
loops, leading to signal degradation.

The best layout for DMX systems is a Daisy chain configuration, where the
signal cable jumps from one device to the next, with no branching. Each chain
can have up to 32 devices on it. When using an isolated splitter, each outputs
can be a separate DMX daisy chain.

Termination

A common problem with DMX systems is improper termination.

A simple terminator consists of a 120 Ohm resistor connected across pins 2-3 of
the DMX signal. More complex terminators utilize voltage spike protection and bi-
color LEDs to indicate signal integrity.

Northlight Systems 15
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Terminators are an impedance matching circuit required to damp signals that
“reflect “ from the end of an improperly terminated cable, causing signal
degradation under certain conditions.

On devices the have a DMX thru , a male XLR connector with terminating
resistor connected across pins 2-3 and installed on the DMX thru connector will
suffice. Some devices with isolated outputs will not use a terminator on the DMX
out. These usually have an internal terminator that is selected with a switch.

Wire Type

There is a difference between microphone cable and “Data” cable. Sure you can
get away with mic. cable for short runs in many situations. However on longer
runs or marginal situations mic. cable will let you down. You may have random
errors or the system won’t work at all. It comes down to insurance. If you want to
insure the most reliable DMX signal distribution you need the most appropriate
wire for the job. DMX512 requires wire suitable for RS-485, there is no way to get
around that.

Twisted-pair cable is the most common wire type. You can use a range of wire
gauges, most frequently use 22 — 24 AWG. The characteristic impedance of the
cable should be 100 to 120 Ohms.

Some other requirements are, at least 1 twisted pair plus ground and shield. It

should have low capacitance and overall braid and foil shield.

Data Rate VS Cable Length
At 250K bits per second the max cable length is about 1000 ft for DMX512 in
good conditions.

Connectors

DMX512 prorocol specifies that 5 pin XLR connectors be used. Female on the
transmitter and male on the receiver.

When a 3 pin XLR is used it is wired the same as the first 3 pins on the 5 pin
XLR.

IN _ WIRE SIGNAL

P
1 shield ground/return ¢ Pﬁh ¢ —
2 signal data compliment ( -) q
3 signal data true ( +) 'i ;: *a i'
4 signal spare data compliment ( - ) "3 .
5 signal conductor  spare data true ( +)

&
Conductors 2/3 and 4/5 should be twisted together. QUTPUT INPUT
16 PWMO8
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Typical DMX signal routing

Simple setup

MovingLightontruss

Terminator

—
Controlboard L 1 DMX Dimmer

A more complicated setup. The Isolated splitter greatly simplifies cable routing and keeps individual
runs short.

MovingLightontruss

Terminator

Decoder 0-10VDCoutput

—J
Isolated splitter E AnalogDimmer
[
—<
é I AnalogDimmer
Terminator
i )
Controlboard DMXFogmachine BMX Dimmer

< B
< )
Terminator

Northlight Systems 17
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